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this direction is more than ever necessary." The action
of some of the Colonies in offering ships to the Royal
Navy proves that there is a strong feeling of loyalty to
the Mother-country, and their wish to take their share in
the responsibility for its defence. In his recent speech in
Glasgow, the Prime Minister said that, " If the magnificent
offers from the Colonies could be enhanced, they would be
by the fine and generous spirit with which these offers had
been made on the part* of our self-governing Colonies.
Nothing," he said, "could have been more gracious, more
tactful, or indicate a more generous and patriotic conception
of the common obligations of empire than the attitude that
those Colonies have taken to us in regard to this matter, and
he suggested a conference to concert as to our respective
shares in this great and inter-dependent work of the naval
defence of the Empire,"

An understanding with the Colonies on this subject is
very necessary, but it ought to be distinctly recognised that,
while the calling in of the resources of the Empire may
relieve the burden of the tax-payers in the Mother-country,
such a step is not even in the direction of a solution of the
problem. On the contrary, it may intensify the race for
armaments. The solution is not to be found in crushing the
peoples of the world with a load of debt, or in waiting till
the half of them are killed in an international struggle, but in
an understanding among the Powers and in the cultivation
of international friendship among the various countries of
the world. That solution involves the economic condition
of the countries of Europe relatively to that of the United
States of America, The one continent is divided into hostile
camps with a great part of the power and energy of each
directed to military protection and commercial isolation;
the other throws almost all its superabundant energy into
industrial progress, although recently it has shown some
signs of having caught the fever of Imperialism with its
usual symptoms of military and naval development, and
these are chiefly the result of aggressive commercialism.